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| Springfisid Dear Mr, LaVelle:
STORRS . WATERMAN
Partland . . . .
GEORGE A. McMATH The Department of Environmental Cuality has received complaints
Portland regarding operating procedures at the LaVelle and Yett Sanitary Landfill

ARNOLD M. COGAN at N. E. 82nd Avenue.
Partland

Portland, Oregon 97202 Re: S.W. ~ Multnomah County
‘ LavVelle & Yett Sanitary Landfilil

Following is a list of complaints as reported to the Department:

1. Operation of equipment including the compactor as early as
5:30 a.m. and as late as 7:30 p.m. including Sunday.

2. Commercial vehicles use the site at all hours of the night.
3. Excessive noise associated with equipment and vehicles.

4, Outgoing traffic travels east on Siskiyou Street through
residential areas instead of west to 82nd Avenne.

5. The site is not covered daily. During periods of strong
winds paper materials blow from the site.

6. Some salvaged material is stored at the caretaker's station.

7. Certain amounts of putrescible materials are accepted at
the site.

Original operating hours as outlined in your operational plan
dated July 10, 1972 and your letter of October 26, 1972 and approved by
the Depatrtment on September 8, 1972 are as follows:

Daily except Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday {November-February) 10:00 a.m. to 4:00.p.m.
Sunday {March—Cctober) 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Compactor Operation 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Hours of operation must be limited to those listed above.
The Department highly recommends complete Sunday closure and will -
require this closure if complaints continue to be received,

The City of Portland conditional use permit requires “"that
exit to N. E. Siskiyou be located and constructed so that the cars
and trucks will only be able to go west on N. E. Siskiyou Street",
Gates must be locked when there is no attendant on duty and a rigid
program of vehicle inspection for putrescible materials must bhe
maintained.

Your solid waste disposal permit and operational plan
specifies cover daily with 6" of intermittent cover material, daily
removal of all salvage material and exclusion of putrescible wastes.
Due to the severe blowing problems experienced on two recent occasions
it is required that you submit to the Department, prior to February 1,
1973 an operational plan to contain all materials within the site,
even during periods of high winds.

All conditions of your solid waste disposal permit must be
complied with. Continued violations of the permit will subject you
to civil penalties and/or termination of your permit.

If you have any questions regarding the above please contact
this office or Robert E. Gilbert, Portland District Engineer at
229-5372. - :

Sincerely,

M%cca/f———-

E. J. Weathersbees
Acting Director

RIB zom

cc: Dave Yett

cc: Portland Ristrict Office

cc: Multnomah County Health Department
c¢: Mulinomah County Planning Department
cc: City of Portland



January 22, 1973

The Rose City Sand and Gravel Co. of 2806 N. E. 82nd petitioned July
of 1972 for conditional use for & landfill on their property between 82nd
and P&th Avenues seuth of N.E. Siskiyou Street. The City Auditors Office
notified adjaeent residents of this petition and a copy of tils notification
is enclogsed. A number of the local residents made phone calls to Rose City
Sand end Gravel Co. and the City Planuing Commission prior to the granting
of this petition and were told it would be f£il1led with solid landfill, dird,
conerets, brick ect. end there was absolutely no cause for alarm., Consequently
there was some suspicion and doubt as Rose City Sand and Gravel has heen a
constant source of aggravation to area residents. Due 1o improper fencing of
their property itchadibeor used- by motorcycle enthusiasts for recreation and
impromptu racing events, and the drowning of a small child on their property
a couple of years ago is still remembered wWith regret. Most residents felt
the filling of the gravel pit was inevilable and in the long run would
benefit ths community as whole. Therefore the land{ill petition was not
opposed, However when the 1andfill opened we soon learned we had been
deceived. David Yett and Harold Lavelle , who operave this landfill on =
five yeer lease, were operabting openly twelve hours per day, seven days a
week. Protest phone czlls to Rose City Sand & Gravel Co. and Lavelle &
Yett produced no relief. Wumercus calls to the City Planning Commission
produced no resulbs. A5 the months wore on with no relief, it became
evident that the lendfill was not in the best interest of the local residents
and was rapidly becoming an intolerablc sitvation. Repeated calls to the
Dept. of Envirommental Quality produced verbal sympalhy, bub no action, and
after four months confided te us that their cxcessive noise indication equip-
ment hzd not been sent out to record sxcessive noise atb this landfill site
for the past four wmonths, because 1t was being used in other areas of higher
priority. It was pointed out e the DeFelo that since everything but raw
garbage was being accepted, we since January had a strong odor szburating
the ayea, which would lncrcase ag warmer weather spproached. During the
New Year week—end hipgh winds whipped cut enough paper; plastic and other
various debris to cover Madison High School and the ajacent park clear to N.E.
77th & N,E, Siskiyou. Subsequent T.V. coverage of this prompted Lavelle 2nd
Yott to pay $2.00 per hr. to hastily ¢lesn up this debris. In a subsequent
long conversation with Bob Browm of the D.E.Q in January 1973, we listed our
complaints which are ags follows:

1. FEXCRSITVE KOTSE 24 hours = day, seven days s wecl with heavy equipmend,
n2 catapiliar vrectors' and a Mcompactor™ operating as early as 5:00 Ao,

snd as late as 8:00 P.M. Keys to the locked gate have been issued or ob-
tained by some of the large garbage disposal companics, as thelr drivers

arc observed st all hours opening and closing the gate as they enter and
leave, which we pointed oul means there is no supsrvision of these btrucks
whether they are dumping raw garbage or solid waste. The D.H.Ld. knows

that rew garbsage ils being dumped, but feol it is being sneaked in by private
citizens when dwmping their brush. There is a steep nill leading down into
this pit end it susteins heavy gerbage trucks intermittenly 11 night long.
The gate is officially opened from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M., and heavy
continual traffic is incurred during these deyiight hours. The noisc during
the daylight six to six period is 50 excessive that a normal conversstion
carmot be held in the yards of the adjoining property. The noise does not
permit sleep during the six to six period and on many occaslons the cata-~
pillar and compactors hours are increased from 5:00AM to 8:00 P.M. to

handle the ‘heavy:doad: of.dwnping,.




The area residents have objectionable excessive noise in their homes now in
the winter months, and with the arrival of spring and summer it will he
impossible to open the doors and windows which will increzse the concentration
of noise, odor and dust to an sven greater degree,

2, ODOR: 1In talking to some of the residentsiwhe had used the landfill to
dump trash, they confirmed that a certain amount of raw garbage was being
sneaked in, which of course would greatly contribute to the odor that a selid
waste landfill would supposedly exude. The fact that this landfill has not
been covered with dirt explains the increasing odor problem. Again with the
coming of spring and summer the odor will increase. The un-supcrvised

night time dumping by commercial garbage trucks may also be contributing to
this odor.

3. TRAFFIC: Siskiyou is a very narrow street that will barely permit two
passenger cars to pass in safety let alone a steady procession of garbage
trucks going to and from the landfill., A sign has been posted at the exit
of the landfill at Siskiyou Streeb prohibiting right turns onto Siskiyou,
and returning through the residential area, but it is apparently not legal,
as it is ignored by a large percentage of the drivers.

li. CLEANLINESS: The area is slowly taking on the atuwesphere of the city
dump on owiib Blvd. The hsavy usage of this 1landfill site preduces a steady
stream of gargabe trucks, pickups, trailers ste.,.and as they converge on
their destination down the residential side sirseds and 82nd Avenue. They
are leaving a marked trail of paper, branches, cardboard boxes etc. that the
arca residents are forced to pick up after they tire of looking at it along
the curb or in the streect in front of their properties. Since it has been
wey weather through the majority of time the landfill has been in operation,
Siskiyou Strect is solid mud most of the time from 83rd to 62nd Avenue where
the vehicles exit from the muddy gravel pit. Due to the large profit in
serap iron & number of individuals arc engaged in szlvaging. The compactor
erunching up these autos, refrigerstors, etc; for the scrap iron content only
corbributes to the noise. Some of the saivaged material is carted out of the
gravel pit to the top of the hill where it is deit in plasin view of the srea
residents, as are the two full loads of scrap iron whichlis left in twoialdicw
tiucks everymight. No attempt has becn made to keep thelr srea policed of
debris, junk or o0ld machinery. The gate ares is [est becoming the junk

yverd for salvaged materials, or as previously steted, a smaller version of
the salvage area adjacent to the city dump on Swift Blvd.

Upon listing the above complainte to Bob Brown of the Solid Waste Div,
of D.FoQa, we asked him what guidelines Lavelles and Yett werc Lo abide by as
a2 condition of their landfill permit. He told us the only operation res-
trictions imposed were in regards to solid waste. No time limit as to days
per week of operation or hours per day or noise trafiic etc. We asked him
why his department snd the planning commission gave the landfi1ll operators
such g rediculous free reign in an extablished residential area vith no
apparent regard for the area residents. He told us that Lavelle and Yett
were the two best landfill operators he knew of and in the past as at the
Johnson Creek landfill site Lavelle hed been given the same freedor of
cperation, and after srea residents complained, he limited his operation to



E six days a week to placate the area resicents. He told us that it was their
intention to increase the intensity:6f this landfill operation until the
residents complained and then issue concessions Lo the residents accordingly,
since we had persisted in our complaints as the Jolnson Creek residents had
done. He told us that he would write a lettar te Lavelle and Yett and ask
them to 1imit their operation to six days 2 weeksand further ask them to
cover the debris daily with six inches of dirt, and he was surc the noise
could be reduced in the very near future. We told him that this would not
satisfy any of the residents. The noise level could not be brought down to
a liveble volume under any circumsbances other than complete closure. The
City Planning snd Zoning Commission, D.F.Q., Hetropolitan Service District,
and City and County Authorities hsd not acted in our best interesits, in fact
they had authorized this operalion with complete and utter disregard to the
existing inhabitants. We told the D.E.Q. that contimued calls to their office
since last October 1972 had produced only vague promises and no results,
while the landfill operators during this period have doubled their working
hours, quadrupled their volumwe and Coubled their nolso emmission and now wIe-
producing odor. :

We find thet landfill does not mean filled with land. Dept. of Environ—
mental Quality and Planning Commission may mean just the opposite. Had we,
the sres residents, knovm last July 1972 that the psopls in our City Govern-
ment, whom we blindly trusted to act in our best interests, were about to
igsue a permit to operate a garbage dump in a residential area across the
straet from Madison High School with no limits set to days or hours of oper-
ations; garbage trucks permitted to dwap on & 2li hour basis without super-

i vision as to wiether they were dwmping solid waste or pdw’ garbage. No

i - stipulation that they regulate noise, odor, traffic and debris and a peneral

evesorae te the neighborhood. by jlatkuofsproper-housckesping. I we had been

given the proper infowmaticn, we would have been at the hearing enmasse. We
would also like to keep this from happening to any other unsuspecting nejghbor -
hood within the city or county without them being fully informed to the mental
ard physical anquish, property devaluation and lack of protection they should
expect to receive from &ll aveilable souress. Ve have told this enftire

story to the fellowing agencies:

Clarence Crank of  Portland Flanning Commission

Eob Brown ~ Department of Envirommental Quality

Tom Bisphom Columbia Willamette Air Pollution Authority
Bausr Traffic Safety — City of Portland

Bill Culham - City of Porkland Garbage Disposal
Dispstcher Police Dept. "Noise and Tiaffich

Operstor Mulsance Burcau ‘Nolse®

Llcyd Anderson City Commission "Rasty Blake™

Receptionish Givil Liberties Union

Henry ‘Richmond Ospirg

4is of this date none of the above agencies has made any progress
in dealing with this problem. And if Roge City Ssnd and Gravel or their
landfill propietors, Lavelle & Yeti have been contacted by any of these
agencies,they have yet to cease operation or show any other sign of good
faith.
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CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON
QFFICE OF CITY AUDITOR
ROOM 202 CITY HALL

"ZORGE YERKOVICH PDRTLAND, D’__R__EGDN 97204

Clty Auditar

June 27, 1972

CU 53-72
Dear Property Owner(s):

As required by the provisions of the Flanning and Zoning Code, Rose City Sand
and Gravel Company, deedholder, has petitioned The City Planning Commission for a
Conditional Use for a landfill on Tax Lots 34, 35, 38 and 92, Section 28, TN, R2E,
located between S.E. 82nd and 86th Avenues south of S.E, Siskiyou Street, in Zones
R7 and C2.

Thig use of property i1s permissible without a change of zone. It is the duty of
this office to notify owners of property within 400 feet that the City Planning Come-

‘mission will hold a publie hesring to reach & decision on this Conditional Use at 1700

p.n., Tuesdsy, July 11, 1972, in the Auditorium of the Water Service Buildingz. 1800
8, W. Sixth Avenue, which you may attend if you wish. Writtea remonstrances must be
filed inthis office, Room 202 City Hall, prior to 5:00 p.n., Monday, July 10, 1672.
However, it is not necessary to file a written remonstrance if you plen to atbend the
meeting.

An applicant vhose epplication has been denied or specially conditioned or anyone
who objected personally or in writing, and the grounds for objection are not removed,
mey appeal such a decisicn to the City Council by £iling with the City Auditeor a writ-
ten notice of sppeal, and a copy with the Secretary of the City Flanpning Coumission
within fourteen deys following the above hearing.

If you desire additional information, or wish to find out the results of the meet-

© ing, kindly call the City Planning Commiszicn at 228-6141, Extension 295,

Yours very truly,
GEORGE YERKQVICH
Auditor of the City of Portland
BY:
Erea (erere
' | Deputy
EC:dks






