Portland's Madison South Area Braces for Big-Box Battle Over Major Shopping Center
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Portland's Madison South Area Braces for Big-Box Battle Over
Major Shopping Center

In early January, when the resourcefully named Canadian developer of
Wal-Mart-anchored shopping centers, Smart Centres of Ontario, seeks
Portland's permit for a 240,000-square-foot center and a 900-car
parking lot across from Madison High School, he will face some 2,000
local residents mobilized for battle by the Madison South and Roseway
Neighborhood Associations.

"That's the opposite of smart growth," points out community activist
Dawn Tryon of the projected shopping center. "It'll bring a lot of cars
into the neighborhood. It's any sane person's nightmare."

Once a landfill, now a defunct driving range, reports Portland Mercury
writer Amy Jenniges, this large site is currently zoned for a 60,000-
square-foot store and local residents consider that size ideal.

They "are not anti-business and not anti-development," observes Dawn
Tryon, saying a New Seasons store or a gardening center 'could be a
critical lynchpin to the neighborhood."

She and other volunteers in the newly formed Save Madison South
committee have been knocking on doors in the past few weeks, finding
95 percent of neighbors opposed to a big shopping center and a
possible Wal-Mart.

"There's got to be," she stresses, '"a better way for developing this
land." -- Portland Mercury 12/27/2006

Click here to view the source article or here to view the source
publication.
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"We're focusing on
linking land use and
transportation
planning. And one of
the best ways to do
that is to promote
development around a
railroad station."

-- Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission
Planning Director Richard
Bickel

1/9/2007
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